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UM RESEARCH FUNDING TOPS $20 MILLION
MISSOULA University of Montana - Missoula faculty attracted a record $20,173,806 in research grants
and contracts during the 1993-94 fiscal year, nearly tripling the University’s external research funds
over the past four years.
"I simply cannot exaggerate the pride I feel because of the success of the faculty," President
George Dennison said. "Four years ago, this University attracted roughly $7 million from external
sources to support research and graduate education.
"This threefold increase came during a time of keen competition, scarce resources and rising
enrollments," Dennison said. "I think the record of achievement is truly extraordinary."
This is the fourth consecutive record-setting year for UM external research funding. The
fiscal 1994 figure marks a 16 percent increase from fiscal 1993’s $17.2 million.
"I’m absolutely delighted to cross the $20 million mark," said Ray Murray, associate provost
for research and economic development. "With essentially the same number of faculty, the
University developed over 100 more grant proposals last year than in the previous year (568, up
from 461)."
One particularly striking external-funding success story is the School of Pharmacy, he said.
When David Forbes became dean in 1988, Murray said, the pharmacy school attracted less than
$10,000 in grants and contracts. In the year just ended, the school brought in $608,000 in external
-more-
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funding.
The top five UM funding recipients for fiscal 1994 are: the Division of Biological Sciences
with $3.8 million; the School of Forestry, nearly $3.4 million; the Rural Institute on Disabilities,
$2.8 million; the Department of Mathematics, $1.9 million; and the Montana Cooperative Wildlife
Research Unit, nearly $1.6 million.
The breadth of the funded projects is nearly as impressive as the total, Murray said, noting
that successful grant proposals come from all comers of campus for a wide array of projects. A
sampling includes chemistry Professor Geoffrey Richards’ grant to investigate possible
pharmaceutical uses of Larch wood and other forest products; linguistic Professor Robert
Hausmann’s contract to recruit and select 80 teachers to teach English in eight Eastern European
countries; Cooperative Education Director Terry Berkhouse’s varied contracts to give students realworld experience through internships; and funding for the MonTECH program, headed by Peter
Leech, which provides technology related assistance to Montanans with disabilities.
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